G HAPTER VII
THE PEOPLES OF THE ARCTIC
Modern expeditions to the Arctic stand in two kinds of
relationship to the people who live there, and have two
tasks. The first of these is purely scientific; we try to
learn something of Eskimo living conditions, and to
throw light on the questions of how these races have been
able to adapt themselves to their Arctic surroundings.
We observe the ways in which they are able to keep
themselves alive, and in connection with this we examine
the particular degree of spiritual culture which has de-
veloped, thus gaining some insight into their religion and
their philosophy of life. Of greatest interest to us perhaps
is their history; and we inquire how this adaptation to
such extreme conditions has come about, and what was
the place of origin of these races in ages past.
The second task of the modern expedition is practical,
and is connected with the exploitation of the Arctic
regions, which is the less immediate goal of exploration.
This goal is not merely the acquisition of wealth for
those nations holding sway over the Arctic regions. It
is becoming more and more evident to all concerned
that the development to be aimed at is one which
will preserve the peculiar qualities of the Arctic peoples,
while yet adapting them to the encroachment of modern
civilisation; for it is stretching out its tentacles to these
countries too. We are not trying to ward off a culture